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COURTESY OF VIRGINIA BEACH SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


Patrick Nilo Gil, of New York, has been 
charged with reckless driving, eluding 
police and two counts of felonious assault 
after a high-speed chase Friday. 


NYC man to have 
mental evaluation 
after chase into 
2 bridge-tunnels 


By Jane Harper 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

A judge on Monday ordered a mental 
health evaluation for a man charged with 
leading police on a high-speed chase that 
spanned two area bridge-tunnels Friday 
and ended in an eight-car crash. 

Judge Gene Woolard also ordered that 
45-year-old Patrick Nilo Gil remain in the 
city jail without bond, and appointed a pub- 
lic defender to represent him. 

“T’m not too sure about your mental ca- 
pacity,” Woolard said after Gil offered sev- 
eral rambling responses during an arraign- 
ment in General District Court. “I’m going 
to ask that a doctor be appointed to look 
into your situation to see what’s going on.” 

Gil told the judge he does not use drugs. 
He also said that he had previously spent 
two months in a mental health facility. 


See DRIVER, PAGE 9 


« SAILOR-MADE 


The Daily Break: Latest exhibition at Mariners’ Museum 
features dozens of pieces of art created at sea. PAGE 13 
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Short on inventory, 
sheriffs staff asks, 
where's our stuff D 


Outgoing Portsmouth sheriff gave away some 
department equipment. His successor wants it back. 


checking inventory 


Portsmouth Sheriff Michael 
Moore’s staff has been trying 
to account for equipment it 
says is owned by the Sheriff’s 
Office but wasn’t turned 

over after former Sheriff Bill 


Watson lost the 2017 election. 


what’s missing 


Among the missing items: a 
wood chipper, tractor blade, 
ice machine, nail gun, power 
saw, five canopy tents and at 
least six tables and 36 chairs, 
according to an internal 
inventory. 


Have you seen this 
equipment? 


The Portsmouth Sheriff’s 
Office is trying to find 
equipment it says is missing. 
They ask anyone with 
information to contact them 
at 757-393-5461. 


By Margaret Matray 
The Virginian-Pilot 


PORTSMOUTH 

Last fall, then-Sheriff Bill 
Watson reached out to a Boy 
Scout troop and asked if they’d 
be interested in a pair of can- 
opy tents, an assistant scout- 
master said. 

The Scouts rely on donations 
and it’s not unusual for people 
to gift them equipment, Doug 
Hankins said. 

“We said, ‘Sure, we could use 
them, ” he recalled. 

The two tents were used — 
about 5 to 10 years old — but in 
decent shape, he said. So the 
Chesapeake troop, which is 
sponsored by a church, stored 
them to use later. 

But about a month ago, Han- 
kins’ wife was volunteering at 
the church when a uniformed 
Portsmouth deputy showed 
up, he said. 

The deputy said he needed 
the tents back. 

Since Sheriff Michael Moore 


L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Sheriff Michael Moore, who took office in 
January, says he’s been trying to recover the 
equipment. Moore says it was Watson’s way 
of “hindering” the incoming sheriff. 


STEVE EARLEY | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 
Before the November election, then-Sheriff 
Bill Watson told The Pilot he personally 
owned much of the equipment used by the 
department’s work center. 


took office in January, his staff 
has been trying to account for 
equipment it says is owned 


See EQUIPMENT, PAGE 9 


EVAN VUCCI | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


President Donald Trump said Monday he 
was disappointed in officers who didn’t 
stop the gunman who killed 17 on Feb. 14, 
calling their inaction “frankly disgusting.” 


Trump says he 
would have rushed 
into Florida high 
school, unarmed 


Lawyer says deputy thought 
the shooting that killed 17 was 
happening outside building 


From wire reports 


President Donald Trump, who’s been 
highly critical of the law enforcement re- 
sponse to the Florida school shooting, says 
he would have rushed in, even unarmed, 
if he’d been there. 

Speaking to a roomful of governors at the 
White House, Trump said Monday, “You 
don’t know until you’re tested, but I think 
I really believe Id run in there even if I 
didn’t have a weapon, and I think most of 
the people in this room would have done 
that, too.” 

His session with the governors, in Wash- 
ington for their annual winter meeting, 
was heavily focused on finding ways to 
address the massacre of 17 students and 
teachers in a Valentine’s Day shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla. It was the latest gathering 
in which the president spoke of a need to 
enact new gun-control measures as well as 


See TRUMP, PAGE 9 


86% 


live music 
venue 


67 percent said they 
loved the idea. 


93% 


water bottle 
refill station 


79 percent said they 
loved the idea. 


SURVEY SAYS... Percentage of people who said they liked or loved these ideas: 


10% 


bike share or 
rental stations 


Accessibility also was 
a popular option. 


13% 


surf park 


More than half said 
they love the idea; 
12 percent said no. 


What peop 


COURTESY OF VENTURE REALTY GROUP 
A surf park is at the centerpiece of one plan for the Dome site at 19th Street in Virginia Beach. 


ewant for the 


Beach Domesite: a place 
to Till up, listen up or suit up 


By Stacy Parker 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

Regardless of what’s built at the former 
Dome site, a survey shows consensus for one 
priority: water. And it’s not for a surf park. 

Refill stations for water bottles was the top- 
rated item, with more than 90 percent either 
loving or at least liking the idea. Music festi- 
vals and events were close behind. 


About 67 percent would “love it” if the Dome 
site had a live music venue. And more than half 
of the respondents in the city survey like or 
love the notion of building a skate park there. 

Only 12 percent said no to a surf park. 

Public parking ranked high, too, with a keen 
interest in free parking for locals. More than 
half of the respondents either like or love the 
idea of boutique bowling. 


See DOME SITE, PAGE 9 


“BACHELOR” 
CONTESTANT 
FROM BEACH 
MAKES FINALE 
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Relief for 
“Dreamers” 


Supreme Court refuses 
to rule now on Trump 
immigration plan 


PAGE 6 


Descendant of 
Norfolk “Johnny 
Reb” sculptor: 
Statue should go 
to a museum 


Page 3 


plenty of sun 
High: mid-5Os. 
Low: mid-30Os. 
Details on the back page 


of Sports 


Mi 


